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Mrs. Morin, Mrs. McNamara, and Mrs. Omelio’s 4
th

 Grade Classes 
 

Theodore Geisel (aka Dr. Seuss) taught us, “The more that you read, the more 

things you will know. The more you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Most 

people who read books tend to have a particular type of book they favor. Some 

of you read novels; some even focus on a certain genre, like science fiction or 

mysteries. Well, this year in Reader’s Workshop we have already read realistic 

fiction, nonfiction science, fiction on social issues, and nonfiction history.  Now 

we are expanding our genres and reading biographies. In this unit students are 

reading several biographies as a window into a person’s life and time, and to 

critically analyze what makes this person’s story relevant to human history, 

and ultimately to their own lives.  

    

 



        

        

      

 

Narrative writing is about being able to tell an engaging story. In language arts, 

we are raising the level of personal narrative writing. Students are becoming 

more independent and dramatically growing in their level of their writing.  

They are independently using dialogue, descriptive details, and other 

techniques to make their stories more interesting and engaging. The students 

are learning to use their imaginations to think outside of the box and craft 

unique and exciting stories.  

 



In math, we are working on applying and extending the students previous 

understandings of multiplying whole numbers to multiplying a fraction by a 

whole number. Students are multiplying fractions by whole numbers in 

different ways: using concrete objects, drawing pictures, and writing 

equations. Using a variety of strategies helps students build conceptual 

knowledge and gives them more than one method to choose from when solving 

problems.   

In science, we have been investigating waves. Waves are everywhere. Whether 

we recognize it or not, we encounter waves on a daily basis. Sound waves, 

visible light waves, radio waves, microwaves, water waves, stadium waves, 

earthquake waves, waves on a string, and slinky waves and are just a few of 

the examples of our daily encounters with waves we will be studying. 

 

 

In social studies, we are beginning to learn more about our government in 

preparation for our State House trip. We will learn all about the three branches 

of government, the difference between national, state, and local government, 

and how the government benefits our daily lives. We will study the historic 

state house with its gold dome and some of our notable governors such as 

William Livingston.  We are looking forward to seeing our government in action 

in May. 



 
Mrs. Harmon’s Classroom 
 
CELEBRATE!!!!----World Book Day  
April 23, 2018 
 

 
“This day was established to encourage people to get engaged with literature 

and to promote not only reading but also publishing. This event holiday is also 

known as International Day of the Book, World Book Days and World Book and 

Copyright Day.” 

Source: http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/world-book-day/  

 

Need something to read and can’t decide.  Try this link to get some reading 

ideas.  Or check out the “The Biggest Book Show on Earth” online videos to 

preview different books and illustrators. 

 

   
 

READ…READ…READ! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/world-book-day/
https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-ideas-youll-love/
https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-ideas-youll-love/
https://www.worldbookday.com/biggest-book-show/


Miss Villanova’s ESL Classroom 

Communication Beyond Languages and Words 

 

It is April and a new student walks in your classroom.  His head is down and he 

doesn’t speak English.  How will you communicate with him without knowing 

his language?   

While a common language and vocabulary are important aspects of 

communication, they are not the only factor.  Communication involves a lot 

more than just words.  In fact, most communication is nonverbal, meaning it is 

not spoken.  Think about the new student’s posture when he entered your 

classroom – his head is down.  What do you think he might be feeling?  Holding 

his head down could mean he is scared, nervous, or uncomfortable or his 

posture may relate to his culture’s greetings.  Although Western cultures 

generally make eye contact to show respect and acknowledgement, in some 

cultures, avoiding eye contact is a sign of respect and humility.  At least two 

common hand signals – thumbs-up and “okay” – used in the United States have 

different meanings in other countries and in some countries, they are even 

offensive insults.  Recognizing that different cultures have different values, 

beliefs, and ways of communicating; and, accepting these differences will help 

you relate.  In most cases, you will not be aware of the new student’s culture 

or customs so just try not to judge any body language or behaviors that may be 

different from what you are used to from fellow Americans.   

So, if a new student who doesn’t know English enters your school or classroom, 

the most important thing to remember is not to judge differences, but accept 

them and to try to help.  Put yourself in his shoes.  How would you feel if you 



suddenly found yourself in a different country and school where you didn’t 

know anyone and nobody knew your language?   

Although you cannot speak his language, you can make him feel welcome and 

comfortable by using nonverbal cues: your tone of voice, facial expressions, 

and body language.  We can show friendliness by smiling and using a kind or 

warm tone of voice.  In addition, keeping your arms uncrossed in an open, 

inviting stance may make him feel more welcome.  When he shares, show you 

are listening and interested by looking at him and nodding.  Try to include him 

in your groups and games.  Find out what country he is from and what language 

he speaks, then learn a few words in his language or ask him to teach you some 

words.  Finally, use visuals like drawings, pictures, or actions to help him 

understand what you, the teacher, or others are saying.  Remember, “a picture 

tells a thousand words” and that includes the live picture of you that he’ll see 

in school each day.   

 


